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The ACGHS Newsletter is published quarterly for the benefit of the membership. The newsletter is the primary commu-
nication tool for the Society. Its purpose is to keep members informed about society activities and spread information
about the products of the former A.C. Gilbert Company. In addition, “For Sale & Want Ads” are printed at no cost to
members. Send them and any other relevant articles to the Newsletter Editor.

Annual dues are $25 per calendar year. Centurion memberships are $100. Checks for renewal should be made out to
*ACGHS” and sent to the Secretary/Treasurer, Bob Asleson (see address below).

Back issues of the ACGHS Newsletter are always for sale at $6 per copy postpaid. Contact Joe Swiatek (312) 545-
9209 or email js1204@yahoo.com.
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President: Claude Butt Pacific Region President: Charlie Pack
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Southeast President: Tom Lindsey Board Member at Large: Hank Grant
Midwest President: Larry Melgary Board Member at Large: Mitch Brown

South Central President. Larry Worley Board Member at Large: Doug Truckenmiller
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Founder:
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Newsletter Schedule

Deadline for Submissions Issue Date
February 15, 2017 March 15, 2017
May 15, 2017 June 15, 2017
August 15, 2017 September 15, 2017
November 15, 2017 December 15, 2017

Key Board Contact People
Claude Butt (574) 583-6909; email: ckbutt@centurylink.net; 8152 E. 400 N., Monticello, IN 47960: Any questions about
club management, rules and bylaws.

Bob Asleson (320) 396-3905; email: aslesora@northlc.com; 39330 Jay St. NW, Stanchfield, MN 55080: Questions
about membership roster, dues, and finances.

David Gilbert (540) 662-4841; email: rumseydog97@yahoo.com; 620 Old Baltimore Rd., Winchester, VA 22603:
Questions about the ACGHS web site

Dave Blood (262) 681-2172; daveblood2011@gmail.com; 440 Hollow Creek Rd., Racine, Wi 53402: Newsletter article
submissions; ads and newsletter questions.

Joe Swiatek (312) 545-9209; js1204@yahoo.com; 1208 W. Grand Ave., Chicago, IL 60622: Back issues of newsletter.
and Members Model Manual.



Guest Editor Message

| have agreed to step in to assemble and edit this issue (only). As our president has noted, Dave and Mari-
lyn Blood have now volunteered to get back in the saddle, and resume their excellent work with the first is-
sue of 2017. This is a very encouraging development, as our club would surely shrivel up without a strong
and committed newsletter editorship.

Old timers will (I hope) remember that | was the original newsletter
editor, in the mid to late 1990s, taking over from club founder Bill
Harrison himself. A lot has changed since then! Certainly the big-
gest change is the ability to include color photographs and artwork.
Another is the general increase in the number of pages. One thing
we did not have “back in the day” was highlighting of particular
members’ collections and Erector rooms. Also, back then, the inter-
net and eBay had not taken over, so that buy and sell ads were
more numerous. But, as the saying goes, “Embrace change!”

Membership renewal materials for 2017 are included with this
newsletter. Please remember to get that check in the mail !

- Jay Smith
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New Members and Corrections: Please refer to the Directory on the ACGHS web site. This
is the most efficient way of keeping our membership information current.

If you have changes to your address, phone number, or email, please send them to Bob Asleson to
incorporate into his spreadsheet. You can send it via email to Bob at aslesora@northic.com or via snail mail
at 39330 Jay Street, NW, Stanchfield, MN 55080. Bob will then forward that information on to David Gilbert
to post on the web site.

Upcoming Meetings

The 2017 National Convention will be held in Huntsville, AL on July 8, hosted by Joe and Beth Grobmyer.

We would like to personally invite you to the ACGHS “Family Reunion” Show next year in Huntsville, AL.
You might wonder “family reunion™? There are a lot of members who have not attended a show in several
years and we would like for you to make your plans to attend next year. Come back and join us in beautiful
Huntsville.

There are lots of fun things to do in the area. Bring your family. Come early or stay late. There will be plenty
of fun things for you to do. If you need help, let me help you with your plans. If you attended this year’s
convention in Chicago, you received a packet of information of activities in the area. If there is something
you are interested in that is not included, please contact me and | will find the information that you need. We
have plenty of neat things planned for the show. So mark your calendars now for July 7-9, 2017. Let us
show you some southern hospitality.

The Spring Midwest Regional Meeting will be held in April 8, 2017, 8:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. at The Faith East
Community Center in Lafayette, IN hosted by Claude Butt.
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Dear Boy Friends:

As 1 keep adding
Toys to the big Gilhert
Family, 1 try to add
those which will furn-
ish the most fun to alt
of my boy friends and
at the same time teach
! them something worth while.

The Gilbert Clock Set is one of
my latest additions. My Engineers
have heen working on it for a long v
time to produce an actual working i
Clock Set which will operate exactly 3
like the real clocks and T know T 4 |
! have succeeded. You are going to \
\ || have a lot of fun with thiﬂE and j
: it is going to teach you thg,
ies of clock works, whicg will be
valuable to you in after-life.

Cordially yours,
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CLOCK SET No. 2
HOW TO ASSEMBLE CLOCK No. 2

1. Compare the picture of Clock Set No. 2 with
your set, whether or not you have set 2.

2. Take the axle, which is swedged in the middle,
out of the envelope, and force it in the drive gear, the
one with the small teeth, so that the swedged part of the
axle is inside the hub, and the axle sticks out in front
3% of an inch.

3. Slip the gear with the large tecth on the axle,
behind the drive gear without tightening the set screw.

4. Place the spring from the envelope behind the
second gear and force the axle in the frame by spreading
it a little apart.

5. Hold the end of the axle flush with the back part
of the frame and tighten the set screw in the back gear
so that the spring pushing against this gear forces the
front gear to mash with the pinion above. Now if you
push the front end of the axle in, flush with the frame,
you disconnect the drive gear from the pinion above.

y releasing the axle the gear springs into its former
position, and mashes the pinion. At the same time look
out that the second gear will clear entirely the set serew
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on the hub of the large pinion, whenthe axle is pushed
back, See Figure. A.

6. Place the gear on the rear end of the main axic
and tighten it by means of the set screw.

7. The next hole in the frame is the bearing for the
pendulum.  Push the axle of the pendulum through
the back part of the frame. Slip on it inside of the
frame the double gear, the one whose smaller gear has
larze teeth, Push the axle through the front of the frame,
ship the double gear with the fine teeth on the smaller
one over it.  Place the collar in front and ‘tighien the
sl serew, seein% that the escapement axie moves
freely.  See Fig.

8." Tighten the pendulum axle and the anchor in a
position that they form a perfect angle of 90 degrees.

9. Insert in the bottom of the frame, the bracket
and hold it in place by means of serew and nui from
the envelope. Do the same with the hanger on the top
of the frame.

10. Take the axle with the swedFed end out of the
envelope. Slip it in the back end of the frame through
the large gear inside and place on the front end the
small gear and tighten them with set screws. See
Figure C.  The large gear inside the frame should mesh
and hold in position the double gear below,

The Story of
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11.  Slip the chain over the back gear, in the bottom

that the weight is on the left side from the front.

12, Take the tubing out of the envelope and force
it in the gear with the fine teeth. Slip this over the
main axle in front. See Fig. C.

13.  Attach dialto the frame by two screws and nuts,

14.  Slip the hour hand with the hub inwards over
the tubing and force in front of it the minute hand with
the hub outwards bending them if necessary so that the
hands pass each other freely. The center part of the
minute hand should prevent the hour hand from slipping
forward.

15.  Force upon the end of the pendulum the sleeve
with the extension piece and the pendulum disc.

16. Hang the clock on the wall and sce that it hangs
down perfectly straight.

17. " With the thumb of your left hand push the bot.
tom axle in, clearing the pinions above at the same
time pulling with the right hand on the chain until you
bring the weight up to about one inch from the clock.
Allow the gear to spring back into mash and the clock
will start to run if you move the pendulum,

When vou reach by experiment the position in

which the clock runs smoothest, steady the clock b
means of two nails driven through the holes of the bac
bracket.
19, The weight of the clock turns the back axle.
The drive gear on the bottom axle worke upon the

inion on the main axle above which turns the minute
Ennd. The p on the pendulum regulates the
speed of the clock allowing only a slow movement for
ti}l):eminuie hand. The train of gears on the two axles
above reduces the speed of the minute axle from one
to twelve, so that the hour hand rotates twelve times as
slow as the minute hand.

20. If the clock when well oiled should not run
satisfactorly try to increase the weight by adding some
pieces of iron.

The fine-tooth gear seen in the upper left of the illustration above, is EXACTLY the same as the #CW
large fine-tooth gear as found in the 1926 #10 set. A smaller pinion in the clock set is similar to, but not
quite the same, as the Erector #CV gear.
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The Heritage Exchange

Standard Sources

Lou Boselli, 19 Payson Rd., Cornwall-on-Hudson, NY 12520. (845) 534-2863. Many early Gilbert Toy parts
available, as well as current new production Meccano/Erector. Maybe I've got it!

Brian Johnson, 341 University Dr., Menlo Park, CA 94025. (650) 322-7033. Excellent repro cardboard packaging
inserts and panels for nearly all pre-'63 sets. Also, parachutes, magnets, horses, lights, houses, and many other
items. Catalog available.

Joel Perlin, 1111 Acapulco Ct., Oxnard, CA 93035. (805) 985-5498. email: joel@metalconstructiontoys.com. Web
site: http://www.metalconstructiontoys.com. Check my web site or call any time for all your Erector and Meccano
needs. Large supply of spare parts, collectable sets and ephemera always available. ‘

Restoration Train Parts, 135 Richwood Dr., Box 390, Gloversville, NY 12078. (518) 725-4446. Many Erector repro
parts for Hudson and White Truck sets. Also ED Triple Drum Hoists w/Cranks $225 ea. Call or write for details.

Frank Usinski, 11612 Ketchum Rd., Lawtons, NY 14091. (716) 337-2795. For Sale: Erector repro parts; set of 6
uncut “OF” horses $13.00 postpaid; Nickel Hardware: N21—S851—S62—and S11 also available. Many Erector parts
at reasonable prices. Call Frank for prices and availability.

Harvey Klein, 9011 Cliffwood, Houston, TX 77096. (713) 723-5170. Many parts available at competitive prices. Call
or write for details. hsklein@sbcglobal.net.

Ray Rosebush, 1702 S. Mackinaw Rd., KawKawlin, MI 48631. (989) 671-1602. Many parts and some sets availa-
ble, repro Zeppelin bags—$175. Call or write for more information. Erectoray@charter.net.

Randy Sauder, 177 Wrights Hollow Road, SE, Calhoun, GA 30701 (678) 438-5221. rsauderi@comcast.net. 1000’s
of original spare parts available. Call or email for details.

Jim Lawrence, 603 Ridgeview Drive, Morgantown, PA 19543-8868, email: jimlawrence48@gmail.com
(610) 450-4573. Complete restoration of Type I Erector sets. Just ask for a certain set and I'll see what | can do.

Paul K Moore, 1839 Stouder Dr., Reynoldsburg, Oh, 43068 (614) 499-5566 P-58 Motor restoration providing the ar-
mature and commutator are intact, Motor will be cleaned, new brushes and springs installed and tested. $25 per
motor plus shipping.

Wagner & Sons, Inc.; 22365 Alydar Lane, Lexington Park, MD 20653; (240) 925-7372 (Business) and (301)-342-9438
(Office) E-Mail: mwagner@wagnerandsonstoys.com. Selling Erector Sets and Parts since 1985. Large selection of
reproduction Erector Decals, Labels, and replacement Erector Set Parts. Let us know what you are looking for.

Visit our listings on EBAY - Seller ID "5344". Always buying collections, accumulations and piles of Gilbert Erector,

Publications & Videos

Meccano and other Construction Systems as well as Trains and Old Toys. Let us know what you have to sell.

FOR SALE: 1914 Meccano repro instruction manual, 135 pages, $38.50 ppd. Erector 1928 to 1932 Manual of
Instructions, $35.00 plus $5.00 shipping. Hudson manual to construct locomotive & tender, $10. Restoration Train
Parts, (518( 725-4446) 135 Richwood Dr., Box 390, Gloversville, NY 12078.

Mint Original A.C. Gilbert 1957 Catalog 01973 “Erector and Gilbert Toys”, 12 pages in color—$50 ea. or in b&w
Xerox copies for $10 ea. AND Mint Original A.C. Gilbert 1959 Catalog “Golden Anniversary Science Toys”, 12 pages
in colo—$50 ea. or in b&w Xerox copies for $10 ea. Contact Vincent Amato, 395 Main Street, Middletown, CT
06457; (860) 346-7083.

FOR SALE: Tom Barker, an ACGHS member, has published a new book, the Gilbert American Flyer S Gauge
Operating and Repair Guide, 3rd Edition. Now in its 40th Anniversary, Third Edition, it is full of new information along
with a checklist providing step-by-step procedures for servicing a steam or diesel engine. The book is available on
amazon.com for $20.00







