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' I suppose I have more boy friends in the World than any other single individual, and I am very 
proud of it. Every day the mail man brings me letters from boys in all parts of the United 
States, from Maine to California, and also letters from boys in England, France, Japan, Aus­

tralia, Cuba, South America and once in a while from some boy who lives in a foreign land of which I have never 
heard before. Then I have to get out my old Geography and study the map to find out where my boy friend lives. 
I have written this book to tell you all about Gilbert Toys, but before I do let me tell you something about myself for 
I have had an interesting life I can tell you.

I lived away up in the Northern part of Idaho and after I had finished my public school course, my father sent 
me to Pacific University at Forest Grove, Oregon, and it was there that I became interested in athletics. I did a 
great deal of wrestling, and one day the school entered me in the Northwest wrestling championship bouts. The first 
year, although I didn’t win, I did very well. I went back home and trained all the harder, believing that if fe persist­

ently kept at it I would some day win the championship. I didn’t have to wait very long, for the next year the school entered me again 
and I succeeded in winning .the Pacific Coast championship.

The same year I broke the Northwest record for pole vaulting, and was made Captain of the University Track Team. Although 
the school had only 150 men in it, I built up a very fine team and organized a training table just like they do at the big colleges. At this 
time I had no idea that some day I would go to a university like Yale. Although this was a small school, we competed with ail the big 
colleges, and won the track championship of the Northwest. During my three years at Pacific University I took part in a great many 
contests and won lots of medals and prizes. I then became ambitious to go to Yale and in 1904 1 came to New Haven.

While at Talc I won the “Y” for three different branches of athletics and was presented with 160 different gold and silver medals; 
over 100 silver cups including the first place medal at Harvard-Yale and Yale-Princeton• and Intercollegiate track meets. I also won the 
Wrestling Championship of the United States. In fact I was never thrown in wrestling. I was intercollegiate gymnast and won the “Y” 
for being the best all round gymnast at-Yale. I believe I had more success in Pole Vaulting than anything, for twice I had the world's 
record, having jumped over 13 feet. I was picked out to represent America at the Olympic Games in London. During the last few days 
Of the games I was awarded a medal by Queen Alexandria, attended by King Edward, as World’s champion in Pole Vaulting.

My main object in telling you this story about myself is to show you that it is persistency with which you keep after things that 
counts most in making a success. I fee! that every boy should be trained for leadership. ’ It is only the bright eyed, red blooded boy who 
has learned things, done things, dared things beyond the reach of most boys who will find the way open to really big achievements. You 
see boys, it is not so very long ago that I was a boy myself and I know what boys want and the kind of toys they like. That is why, when 
I started to make Gilbert Loys I made them genuine. My toys arc toys for the live wire boy, who likes lots of fun and at the same time 
wants to do some of the big engineering things — things that arc real — things that arc genuine. Every toy I make is fully guaranteed to 
do just what I say it will, or I will give you your money back.

The picture at the top of this page is,.one view of my big factory in New Haven. When you are in New Haven, don’t forget to 
come and see me and I will show you just how Gilbert Toys arc made. Read through this book carefully and don’t miss the last page 
on which I tell you all about the Gilbert Engineering Institute for Boys and also my big toy engineering prize contest.

Sincerely yours,

Introduction



GILBERT ELECTRICAL TOYS
Boys, did you ever stop to think what a wonderful thing electricity is ? Why you just turn a button—and you have light—or 

you start a huge dynamo—or perhaps you explode a great charge of dynamite Then you lift a telephone receiver off the hook and 
a voice says "Hello" as clearly as if the person speaking were in the same room with you. Isn’t tt wonderful ? How would you like 
to learn about all these things? Find out how a motor is put together, how to gear it for different speeds and power ? You can do these things with my elec­
trical sets and the manual included in each outfit tells you just how to do every experiment and a whole lot about electncity Read the descriptions of each set.

'Gee!
That's Greats

Contains all parts for building complete 
electric motor. Book of Instructions 

.tells how to wire for door bells, electric 
lights, etc. Packed in Gilbert Toy 
•sealed carton.

Price $2.50 (Canada $3.75).

Contains same parts as in No. 3002 and 
in addition side plates.for building geared 
motor, gears, reverse base, control switch, 
etc. Book ol Instructions gives complete 
information. Comes in Gilbert I<>y sealed 
carton. Price $5.00 (Canada $7.50)

No. 3004 
ELECTRICAL 

SET

No 3503
PHONO

SET

No. 3006 ELECTRICAL SET

One of the most complete electrical laboratories made. Contains ap­
paratus and book of instructions covering static, magnetic and current 
electricity and in addition a complete telephone outfit—The No 3503 
Phono Set Hardwood cabinet. Price $10.00 (Canada $15 00)

A dandy little electrical laboratory in hardwood 
chestnut cabinet. Includes electric sounder, all parts 
for building geared motor, reverse base, control 
switch, book of complete instructions, etc.

Price $7 50 (Canada $1 1.25).

No. 3502 Tele Set

A rc.il telegraph outfit with 
two keys, wite. telegiaph 
blanks and book uf instruc- 

telling you how to ng 
up your telegraph 
stations. Packed in 
Gilbert toy scaled 
carton Price $2 00 

UX3 (Canada $3 00)

Just think, a genuine telephone outfit that you can 
rig up and hear over Works just like the big 
telephones Book of Instructions tells you just how 

sealed carton. 
$5 00

(Canada 
$7 50).









No.. 4008
RADIO RECEIVING SET

[ERELBSI

4007 RECEIVING SET
iposed

Radiotector

$37 50)

No. 4012 Receiving and Sending Set 
An •deal lypc of iianiminmg and rrceivmg outh'

No. 4010
SENDING SET

A wireless outfit designed especially for beginners 
Contains two stations—one sending and one receiv­
ing Has automatic detector on receiving station as 
well as mineral deteclor Comes complete with wire 
lor aerials and ground connections Will send and 
receive approximately 500 feet Packed in Gilbert 
Toy sealed carton Price $5 00 (Canada $7 50).

A Radio Parts Set which will enable you 
to construct your own receiving station similar ' 
to mv No 4007 outfit All the necessary parts 

arc included and you will have no difh 
culty in following the detailed instructions 

jMjjggathe book of instructions included with the 
outfit Die range of this station is 300 
miles Packed in Gilbert Toy 

1 Sealed carton Price $15 00 /
A (Canada $22 50) s'

This Radio Receiving Set is coi 
plete in every respect It is t 
same as No 4007 Set but has Audion Detector in place ol 

Radiotector. which increases the range ol the outfit to 1000 
miles li is an extremely sensitive receiving outfit of the .

\ most modern design and construction. Book of mstruc- / 
\ tions included with each outfit is an authoritative book / 
\ on wireless. Loose Coupler and Audion put in /
\ polished hardwood cabinets. Packed in corrugated / 

container Price $45 00 (Canada $67 50) /

No. 4009
RADIO PARTS SET

No. 4003 WIRELESS OUTFIT
A complete two station outfit built especially lor amateur wire­
less operators Contains two complete stations—sending and 
receiving. Stations have automatic detectors Furnished com­
plete with wire for aerials and ground connections. Will send 
and receive approximately 500 leet Complete book of in­
structions included. Packed in Gilbert Toy sealed cartons 
Pnce$l0 00 (Canada $15 00)

GILBERT
WIRE X.ESS 

OUTFITS

r(' iwotiCT-.
WlfStSsTtlt
l,:OU.Tf.lT

A complete Sending Outfit including opark Coil. Condenser. 
Spark Gap and Oscillation Transformer These pieces ol 
apparatus are pul up complete in a polished hardwood cab­
inet and in addition an aerial switch and key are supplied 
1 he outfit is designed to conform to government j.—
regulations in every way and has a transmitting iffl e-
range from 3 to 5 miles. Complete instructions lor |H ■
operating are given in the book of instructions in- I 
eluded with each outfit Sending Cabinet made up J I
in polished hardwood Packed in corrugated con- R 
lamer Price m j
$ 15 00 . _____ N"
(Canada I je
$22.50) If JA j'

Loose Coupler. 
Telephone Receiver 
and Ground Wires ................
ceive messages over a distance of 
300 miles under average condi­
tions and tunes sending stations 
whose wave lengths are from 200 
to 2500 meter; It is a very 
complete outfit for the advanced 
wireless operator Loose Coupler 
set up in polished hardwood cab­
inet Set includes complete boo1' 
ol instructions Packed in cor­
rugated container Price $25 00 (C<

No. 4004
AMATEUR

OUTFIT

fess?
0*3
Ls-aj -4E-'
1? » fs?

:OU.Tf.lT


etc.,

yourself a different toy every day or 
every week or as often as you like. 
There’s no end to the sport my New 
Wheel Toy will give you. Read over 
carefully the description of each outfit

-— - qiLBERT 
NEW WHEEL

Here’s the greatest toy of all, boys—a regular humdinger. With this New 
Wheel Toy you can make a cracker jack coaster and many other fine things, easy 
as rolling off a log—a sporty wagon, a dandy geared speedster, a glider that is 
better than the regular ones, a wheelbarrow, a baggage truck that’s the real thing 
■—something new every week.

These toys are not models or flimsy affairs. They are honcst-to-goodncss 
ones, exceptionally strong and sturdy—toys that you can get on and ride yourself. 
AH you need is a screwdriver and wrench and the parts in the outfit. With 
them you can build the glider, wagon, coaster, etc., in no time at all

The sets contain four specially built steel, wheels, disc model—the classiest 
wheels you ever saw for carts and racers and gliders. There are steel axles, 
nuts, bolts, angle irons, tough bars and boards of hard wood for handles, se.ats,

and m the large sets, two fine sets of bright red Steel .plates drilled 
with small holes for the bolts. Think what fun you can have budding

—"'—...............—■



.No. 9004 SET
The first New Wheel Toy set, boys, 
and a dandy. It contains all the parts 
necessary to build the coaster, the 
glider, the flat topped or stone wheel 
barrow, the flat topped wagon and 
many other toys. All of these parts

are put up so compactly in a hardwood cabinet that you scarcely believe it 
possible that you can build such wonderfully big toys with them A book of 
instructions which colxies with each outfit shows you just how every model is 
built. Price $6.00 (Canada $9.00)

No 9006 SET

This is the ideal Gilbert New Wheel Toy set 
etc., which are included enable you to 
build the big geared speedster in ad­
dition to lots of other toys such as— 
the go-cart, snow shovel, hobby horse, 
wagon, wheelbarrow, coaster, glider 
and a great many more depending only 
on your own ingenuity, This outfit is 
a crackerjack and the one I especially 
recommend It comes packed in a 
sturdy, serviceable, hardwood cabinet 
and includes a manual giving complete 
directions for building the toys. Price 
$10.00 (Canada $15.00).

The special gears, pinions, axles,

No. 9007 SET j 

An even larger outfit 
than the No. 9006 
Set. In addition to the 
gears, pinions, axles 
and many other parts 
vyhich the No. 9006 
Set contains, this set 
has also a set of sled 
runners so that you can 
build winter toys—bob 
sleds, wagon sleds, etc.

Then too, there are larger quantities of the standards parts enabling 
you to build larger models. This is the most complete Gilbert 
Wheel Toy outfit made. Packed in hardwood cabinet with complete 
book of instructions. Price $1 5.00 (Canada $22.50)

WHEELBARROW—Strong and Substantial. Built with No 9006 or No. 
9007 outfit.

BOB SLED—A dandy sled lor winter Built with No 9007 outfit.
SNOW SHOVEL—Another winter toy Built with No 9006 oi No 

'9007 outfit.
HOBBY HORSE—Lots of lun with this toy Built with No 9006 or No 

9007 outfit
GO-CART—A dandy cart, built like a racing sulky Built with No 9006 or 

No. 9007 outfit
TRUCK—Just like a regular truck Built with No 9007 outfit
GEARED SPEEDSTER — A real speedster that works by A

gears and pinions. Built with No 9006 or No 9lX)7 outfit.
GLIDER—Strong and speedy A cork

tov Built with No 900.4, No 9006 
or No. 9007 outfit

COASTER—Steers by placing feet 
on front axle. Built with No 
9004, No 9006 or No 
9007 outfit





B654 MACHINE GUN

GI50 SUBMARINE

GILBERT MACHINE GUNS - TANKS SUBMARINES

Here’s the greatest water toy you ever sa(v, 
boys. Dives, runs along the surface or under 
water like a regular submarine. And best of all, 
it is unsinkable and returns to the surface after 
every voyage under water, so it cannot be lost. 
All you have to do is wind up the spring, set the 
diving planes and it starts on its voyage, first let- 
ling out the air It's so realistic and performs so 
much like a real submarine that you'll be sur­
prised. Made of metal and wood alul finished in 
battleship gray. Price $2.50 (Canada $3.75).

No. AIIO String Pull 
Tank. Price $1 50 
(Canada $2.25).

No. Al I I -Clock Work 
Tank. Strong spring 
motor. Price $3.00 
(Canada $4.50).

>5 r Tip '1 H l^e b*g British
( ® .s and American Tanks.

u In the war, these big
—'—tanks were somewhat slower 

and heavier than the small French Whippet Tanks and could do lots of heavy 
work that the small ones weren’t equipped for. Made of lithographed metal 
with gun turret and gun on the side. Heavy traction drive.
No. Al 12 Large Clock Work Tank. Powerful clock work motor. Price 

$5.00 (Canada $7.50).
No. Al 13 "Electrically driven by powerful electric motor. Operated on bat­

teries or through transformer from house current. Price $5.00 (Canada$ 7.50)

Modelled after the French Whippet or 
Baby Tanks, these miniature tanks are 
very realistic in appearance and actions. 
Strong corrugated rubber driving tires. 
Body built of lithographed metal,n 
with gun turret and gun mounted

just look at this Gilbert Machine 
Gun, boys. See its rakish lines, 
the way the trail runs out in back, 
like the real Machine Guns, the 
automatic traversed elevation and 
full circle swivel for zone firing and 

the many other features. Isn't it a corker5 
You know 1 made the magazines for the 
real Browning Machine guns during the 
war and learned a lot about the big 
machine guns, so you can be sure this one 
is a real machine gun in miniature Fires 
ten shots a second. Has detachable 
magazine clip. Steel 'barrel, wood stock. 
Finished in black arid gray Price $3.75 
(Canada $5 65).

■ I1
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■ OftPERy “—

■ ■No. 8002

No.
8001

Boole ___ _______
tells you what to do and gives 
some suggested designs lor new 
toys. Packed in the Gilbert Toy 
sealed carton.

Price $1 50 (Canada $2.75).'

Here’s one ol my newest toys. I calf it the 
Designer and Toy Maker lor with 

it you can design your 
own toys and build them 
with the scroll saw and 
equipment included in 
the set. Every set con­
tains an apparatus for 
enlarging or reducing 
any design you want to 
just the size you need, 

of Instructions included

This outfit is a larger set than No. 8001 
In addition to the apparatus contained 
in 8001 it includes boards to try out 
your designs, sand paper, extra saws lor 
scroll saw and a set ol paints with which 
to color your to)s alter you have them 
built. A dandy, set to build bird cages, 
lern stands, and many useful articles 
like that. Comes in a Gilbert Toy 
sealed carton. Puce $2.50 (Canada 
$3.75).

liiBERJ

CjlLBERT
Designer &Toy Maker

AND

Soldering Outfits

No. 7001

My new Soldering Outfit which is really 
more than a toy. It's a handy set to 
have around the house if any of your 
mother’s pans or small pipes spring a leak 
With this on band you can quickly and, 
easily repair them. The book ol instruc­
tions included tells you how to use the 
Soldering iron, solder and many other 
things which come with the set. Packed 
in the distinctive Gilbert Toy sealed carton 
Price $1.50 (Canada $2.25).

^ggKjg

No. 7002
A larger set than No. 7001 containing a 
gas oven with cover in addition to the 
parts included in No 7001 This outfit 
makes it easy lor you to perform the ex­
periments and useful household jobs ex 
plained in the book ol instructions Oven 
can easily be attached to gas jet b\ means 
ol a short cord Packed in the Gilbert 
Toy sealed carton Puce $2 50 (Canada 
$3 75)





A GILBERT EXPERT ENGINEER

Gilbert Mailer Engineer you must
obtain 100 pomis.

requirement* you like belt lo moke up your filly point* for the second degree and JOO point* J or lhe thud degree.

20 Soldering Quint

Wirclcsa

L ERECTOR (a )

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR 3hi> DEGREE.

2. New Wheel Toy
3 Chemiilry •

2. NEW WHEEL TOY.
Photograph of model built with New Wheel Toy. Thii model must be built moilly out of 

rrti from anyone of lhe Wheel Toy Outfit*. You may use boxes and additional board* if you

examined by a Gilbert wireless expert ihould we decide lo tend him.
6. DESIGNER AND TOY MAKER.

Photograph ol model built with Gilbert Deiigner and Toy Maker Thu model mull be 
something not already included in the book of instructions and must alio include working design 
allowing how this model can be built

ll moil be a mode) not already illustrated in lhe manual. Il mull be a practical model that 
be used Send with lhe photograph a lul of lhe parti needed lo built it.
CHEMISTRY.
Photograph rl possible. if not. complete deicriptien of some chemical experiment which can be 

done with Gilbert Chemiilry Outfits and it not already included in the manual Gue complete 
details of experiment, including chemicals used. This will be Incd out by our chemistry experts j .1 t_ i __ l ...... II L- .....J.J .L _ ic__ ..

HOW TO BECOME A GILBERT ENGINEER
A GILBERT MASTER ENGINEER

PRIZE CONTEST WINNER.
Every boy who wins a prize in lhe big Gilbert Toy Engineering Prize Contest will be awarded

ELECTRICITY.
Photograph showing that you have pul together motor included in lhe Gilbert Electrical Set

ERECTOR (b)
Photograph of an Erector model operated with an electric motor
NOTE:—As I fmd a number ol my boy friends submit Erector models which would not 

entitle them to 25 points but at lhe same lime arc worthy of a good deal of merit. 1 have divided

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR 2ni» DEGREE.
When you have been awarded sufficient points lo entitle you to the second degree. Gilbert 

Expert Engineer, send us subscriptions from four of your boy friends for Gilbert Toy Tips, *1

5. WIRELESS.
Photograph of your own Gilbert Wireless station. Photograph must show apparatus from r-iL... t_. _ ..ci___ .i __ ... . t

10 points. (If yos
9. TELE SET.

Photograph showing your own telegraph station. Photograph must show you sealed at table 
in position for operation. You must also send note signed by your parents slating that you know 
how lo send and receive telegraph messages and you are ready to be examined by a Gilbert tele*

10. PHONO SET.
Photograph of Gilbert Telepl..ne Set. Photograph must show you scaled at table ready fol 

operation. You must also send note signed by your parents staling that your Gilbert Phono Sei

Requirements
7. SOLDERING OUTFIT.

Photogiaph of something you have repaired with lhe Gilbert Soldering Outfit. Photograph 
must show article before and after repairing and you musl also send a complete account of exactly

Rewards for Winning the Different Degrees
FIRST DEGREE: Diploma ready for framing certifying that you are a Gilbert Engineer. 
SECOND DEGREE: I. Diploma ready (or framing certilying that you arc a Gilbert Ex

2 Handsome gold enameled G. E. E. lapel button. a. >
THIRD DEGREE: I. Diploma ready for framing cer’ifying that you are a Gilbeu Master Engineer.

2. Gold G M. E. fraternity pin.
3. Valuable Gold watch.
4. Recommendation signed by Mr. Gilbert lo help you gel a permanent position.

■ * 5. Recommendation from A. C. Gilbert Co. as a demonstrator of Gilbert Toy* in a local store during the holiday season.
IMPORTANT: Take good core of Point Certificate. Do not lose it. It is the only record that is kept of lhe point* you w.„. 
PROCEDURE: When you are ready to submit photograph *end Point Certificate lo us together with complete material. Your photograph will be judged by lhe Gilbert Engineering Inst 
found worthy certificate will be returned lo you with lhe points you have won filled in. Whenever you have completed a model that is lo be submitted send Point Certificate lo us together 
graph of your model. Do not wail until you have points enough to win one of lhe degrees. Send the photographs just a* soon as you complete lhe requirements fox each Gilbert Toy. 
NO I ICE: Do not send the actual . 'dels, send only photographs and complete information.

Address All Pliplos. Leiters, and Requests for Point Certificate To:—

THE GILBERT ENGINEERING INSTITUTE FOR BOYS
THE A. C. GILBERT COMPANY NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT

Bo sure to Write your name and address plainly on the back cd all photos you send. They must be scat prepaid and become the property of The A. C. Gilbert Company. They will not

qiLBERT ENGINEERING INSTITUTE 0




