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Come join the fun at the 2026 ACGHS National Conven-
tion in Harrisonburg, Virginia. Our venue is the Rocking-
ham County Fairgrounds, and our host hotel is the Best
Western Plus Harrisonburg. 7
Situated in the heart of the
beautiful Shenandoah Valley,
this year's convention will cel-
ebrate the 100th Anniversary
of the Erector White Truck
model—which many consider
Erector’s most iconic Classic
Period model.

We've planned several
events, including visits on
Friday to Luray Caverns—the
largest cavern in the eastern
United States—and to the
nearby Civil War battlefield
at Cross Keys—one of the culminating battles of “Stone-
wall” Jackson’s 1862 Valley Campaign. The Thursday Wel-
come Picnic and Saturday Convention Show and Banquet
all take place at the Rockingham County Fairgrounds,
just a mile south of our host hotel, the Best Western Plus
Harrisonburg, on U.S. Route 11—the historic Valley Road.

Inside the Exhibit Hall at the Fairgrounds.
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We've secured a great room rate of $139 per night,
plus tax (King or double Queen rooms). Your hotel stay
includes complimentary full breakfast every morning from
6:00a — 9:00a. Amenities
include an indoor pool,
24-hour Fitness Center,
and Laundromat (laundry
supplies are available in the
hotel’s Sundry Shop). Note:
Reservations must be made
no later than June 16, 2026.

You'll find the complete
2026 Convention Schedule,
along with Hotel Booking
information and a Registra-
tion Form, on the following
pages. Just fill out the Regis-
tration Form and mail it with
your check to the address provided on the form.

As a convention bonus, all attendees will receive the
Society’s newest publication—The Member’s White Truck
Models booklet—with the history and dozens of photos
of White Truck models (see page 3). Be sure to visit www.
acghs.org for all the latest 2026 Convention news.
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Living history re-enactors at The Frontier Culture Museum.

Book Your Hotel Room

Our host hotel is the Best Western Plus Harrisonburg,
3325 S. Main Street, Harrisonburg, VA 22801. To book
your room—either a King room or double Queen room,
call the hotel at 540-433-9999 and ask for the “A. C. Gil-
bert Group” rate, which is $139 a night plus tax. Reser-
vations must be made no later than June 16, 2026.

Pre-Convention Activities

Thursday, July 16 — 1:00 - 4:00p — for early arrivals,
join us for a visit to The Frontier Culture Museum
(1290 Richmond Road, Staunton, VA 24401).

The museum tells the story of the people who migrated

to colonial America, and of the life they created here for
themselves and their descendants. These first pioneers came
to America during the 1600s and 1700s from communities
in the hinterlands of England, Germany, Ireland, and West
Africa. On the way to the museum, you may want to stop
for lunch at Virginia’s first—and only—Buc-Ees, just off I-81.

Cost is $12 for adults and $9 for seniors. Mark your Registra-
tion Form if you're coming so we can get a headcount, but
you'll pay your own way at the museum.

Thursday, July 16 — 5:30 - 8:00p — Welcome Picnic at
the Kennel Club Pavilion on the grounds of the Rocking-
ham County Fairgrounds (4808 S. Valley Pike, Harrison-
burg, VA 22801).

Enjoy a variety of pizza, Greek salad, and Caesar Salad from
Vito’s Italian Kitchen of Harrisonburg. Soda, iced tea, bottled
water, and beer will also be available. A special treat will be
assorted flavors of home-made ice cream, made right here
in Harrisonburg. The evening concludes with a fun game of
“Name that Tool.”

Cost is $20 per person. Mark your Registration Form and pay
in advance.

Dream Lake—the largest body of water in Luray Caverns.

Friday, July 17 — 10:00a - 2:00p — \We'll visit Luray
Caverns (101 Cave Hill Rd, Luray, VA 22835). The caverns
are a one-hour drive from our hotel. We'll travel via car-
pool, and everyone should be on the road by 9:00a.

Luray Caverns is the largest cavern in the eastern United
States. We'll take a self-guided walking tour along light-

ed paved walkways that lead you through cathedral-sized
rooms with ceilings 10 stories high, towering stone forma-
tions, and natural wonders at every turn. We'll also visit the
adjacent Car & Carriage Caravan and Shenandoah Heritage
Village, which are included in the admission price.

Lunch is on your own at the Stalactite Café on the grounds
of Luray Caverns, which serves assorted sandwiches and
drinks, and provides both indoor and outdoor seating.

Cost for the Caverns is $26 per person ($13 ages 12 and
under). Mark your Registration Form and pay in advance.

Friday, July 17 — 3:00 - 4:00p — Travel by carpool from
Luray Caverns to the Artillery Ridge Trail at Cross Keys
Battlefield (4232 Bowtie Drive, Port Republic, VA).

The Battle of Cross Keys was one of the culminating battles
of Stonewall Jackson’s 1862 Valley Campaign. This Confed-
erate victory, along with the nearby Battle of Port Republic,
held off two Union armies in the Shenandoah Valley and
allowed Jackson to join Robert E. Lee in the fight around
Richmond, Virginia just a few days later.

Mark your Registration Form if you're coming so we can get
a headcount, but the tour of the Artillery Ridge Trail is FREE.

Friday, July 17 — 4:00 - 6:00p — Free time. Return to
the Best Western Plus to relax before dinner. The Exhibit
Hall at the Rockingham County Fairgrounds will be
open for early set-up (4808 S. Valley Pike, Harrisonburg,
VA 22801).



View of the Shenandoah Valley near New Market.

Friday, July 17 — 6:00 - 8:00p — Dinner Buffet at
Western Sizzlin's Wood Grill Buffet (1711 Reservoir St,
Harrisonburg, VA 22801).

The buffet offers a wide variety of meats, hot vegetables,
baked goods, and cold salads, plus sweet or unsweetened
tea and Pepsi products.

Cost for the buffet is $27 per person (including sweet tea,
unsweetened tea, or Pepsi soda products, plus tax and tip).
Mark your Registration Form and pay in advance.

Friday, July 17 — 7:00 - 10:00p — The Exhibit Hall
at the Rockingham County Fairgrounds will be open
for early set-up (4808 S. Valley Pike, Harrisonburg, VA
22801).

Convention Show & Banquet

Saturday, July 18 — 8:00 - 9:00a — The Exhibit Hall at
the Rockingham County Fairgrounds will be open for
set-up (4808 S. Valley Pike, Harrisonburg, VA 22801).

Saturday, July 18 — 9:00a - 3:00p — The Convention
Show takes place in the Exhibit Hall at the Rockingham
County Fairgrounds. For lunch, an assortment of subs
from Jimmy John's “Original” menu will be provided to all
convention registrants.

Saturday, July 18 — 10:00 - 11:00a — The Ladies Tea
convenes at the Horticulture Building on the Rockingham
County Fairgrounds.

The theme of this year’s tea, hosted by Melodie Good, Kathy
Gilbert, and Gayleen Birmingham, is “Christmas in July.”

Tea is FREE to all the ladies.

Saturday, July 18 — 3:30 - 4:00p — Erector and Toy
Auction hosted by auctioneer extraordinaire Joe Grob-
meyer in the Exhibit Hall.

The Artillery Ridge Trail at Cross Keys Battlefield.

Saturday, July 18 — 5:30 - 6:00p — Social Meet &
Greet at the Horticulture Building on the Rockingham
County Fairgrounds.

Saturday, July 18 — 6:00 - 9:00p — Convention
Banquet by Hank’s Grille & Catering, featuring authen-
tic Southern comfort food including hardwood smoked
meats and delicious vegetarian fare. At the Horticulture
Building on the Rockingham County Fairgrounds.

Our guest speaker is long-time A. C. Gilbert Heritage Society
member Joe Grobmyer, who will share with us everything

he knows—which is quite a lot—about Gilbert's White Truck
model. This iconic Erector model, first introduced in 1926, is
celebrating its 100th Anniversary in 2026.

Cost for the banquet buffet, including drinks, is $35 per per-
son. Mark your Registration Form and pay in advance.

Sunday, July 19 — It's a wrap. We wish everyone bon
voyage and safe travels!
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Member’s White 'I"ck Models

of ilbert’s Erector White Trucks
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Celebrating 100 years

Convention Bonus — All convention attendees will re-
ceive the Member’s White Truck Models booklet with the
history and dozens of photos of White Truck models.
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2026 National Convention — Harrisonburg, Virginia — Registration Form
Due no later than July 2, 2026. Photocopy this form or retrieve and print one from the ACGHS website.

Name Spouse

Address, City, State, Zip

Email Phone

PLEASE SELECT ONE:
[0 $20 Registration Fee (per family, no table needed).................cccccovooiiiiie . If selected, enter $20: $
[0 $30 Registration Fee (per family, includes one 8-foot table and one chair) ................ If selected, enter $30: $

Your registration fee includes your name badges, commemorative program booklet, and Shenandoah Valley welcome “goody bag.”

[0 Check here if you need an electrical outlet for your table(s) (no charge)
[0 Check here if you want additional 8-foot tables and tell us how many........................ x $8.50/table = $

[0 Check here if you want additional chairs and tell us how many .................................... # additional chairs: FREE

CHOOSE YOUR OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES:
[ July 16 — Thursday afternoon (1:00 — 4:00p) — Visit The Frontier Culture Museum of Virginia ............. # people:
1290 Richmond Road, Staunton, VA 24401; Adults: $12, Seniors $9; pay entrance fee at the museum.

[ July 16 — Thursday evening (5:30 — 8:00p) — Welcome Picnic.................. # people: x $20/person = $

At the Kennel Club Pavilion on the Rockingham County Fairgrounds. We'll offer assorted pizza and salad from Vito’s Italian Kitchen of
Harrisonburg, plus soda or iced tea, bottled water, and a selection of beer. For dessert, we'll serve locally-made ice cream!

[ July 17 — Friday (10:00a — 2:00p) — Visit Luray Caverns......................... # people: x $26/person = $

Luray Caverns, 101 Cave Hill Rd, Luray, VA 22835, a one-hour drive from our host hotel. Travel by carpool, depart the hotel by 9:00a.
Lunch on your own at the Stalactite Café on the grounds of Luray Caverns.

[ July 17 — Friday (3:00 — 4:00p) — Visit Cross Keys Battlefield .............coooovoooeiieeieeeeeee # people: FREE

We'll visit the Artillery Ridge Trail, 4232 Bowtie Drive, Port Republic, VA, with optional additional nearby stops. Cross Keys Battlefield
features one of the culminating battles of Stonewall Jackson's 1862 Valley Campaign.

[ July 17 — Friday Evening (6:00 — 8:00p) — Dinner Buffet......................... # people: x $27/person = $

Western Sizzlin's Wood Grill Buffet, 1711 Reservoir St, Harrisonburg, VA 22801. The buffet offers a wide variety of meats, hot vegeta-
bles, baked goods, and cold salads, plus sweet or unsweetened tea and Pepsi products.

[ July 18 — Saturday Morning (10:00 — 11:00a ) — Ladies Tea ........ocoovovevoveeeeeeeeoeeeeeeeee # people: FREE

[ July 18 — Saturday Evening (6:00 — 9:00p) — Convention Banquet ............ # people: x $35/person = $

At the Horticulture Building on the Rockingham County Fairgrounds. Includes Buffet Dinner, Guest Speaker, and Awards Ceremony. A
Social Meet & Greet precedes the banquet from 5:30 — 6:00p.

[0 Check here if you want a t-shirt, then check size(s) and provide quantity of each size.....@$20 each = §
Adult: OOxs@ ) OOsmal @ ) OMed@®__ ) Olarge@_ ) Oxe@_ ) Oxxe@ ) O3xe@_ )

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED.....ccicittiiiteriisteisssssiisssisss s sssss s s s s sss s s s ab s as e £ e n e £ S e R £ AR R e £ AR E £ AR AR e R AR e E AR R e R e R R e R Rn e $

Please make checks payable to the ACGHS
Mail check and registration form to: David Gilbert, 32540 Morris Trail, Lewes, DE 19958
Phone 540-532-0256 E-Mail: acghs.webmaster@gmail.com





